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4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13 
1 Corinthians 1:29-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 
Matthew 5:11 

Blessed are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all 
kinds of calumny against you falsely on my account. 
 
The gospel passage of today presents us with the beatitudes according to 
Matthew.  
 
Raniero Cardinal Cantalamessa OFM Cap refers to the beatitudes as eight steps 
towards happiness.  
 
It is important to note that happiness is presented as a present reality in the 
beatitudes, rather than a future one. The reward of the kingdom might be looked at 
as a future reality bit it is also a present reality as the church teaches of the "already 
but not yet" reality of the kingdom.  
 
My focus in this reflection is on the last beatitude, persecution for righteousness 
sake (verse 10).  
Jesus even goes on to explain this beatitude further in verse 11. Persecution 
includes lies, and all evil talk on account of Jesus's name.  
 
Persecution for the sake of Jesus is largely seen as martyrdom. We have in our 
history many great men and women who were put to death because of their faith in 
Jesus. Many chose to be persecuted and killed rather than rejecting their faith in him.  
 
Saint Augustine speaks of the martyrs of love. The immensity of the love one has 
for the Lord should be the determining factor towards laying down one's life for 
Christ. Martyrs of love do not necessarily need to be killed for the Lord, but ready if 
need be to lay down their lives for him.  
 
Many pages of the history of the church are filled with lots of persecutions for the 
Lord. In fact this reality is still very much present in our time. Those who are fully 
committed to Christ are constantly attacked and persecuted. The values that Christ 
represents are mocked and seen as irrelevant. Those who stand firm in the midst of 
such persecutions are already happy and blessed.  
 
Let us be inspired by this great reward of the fullness of joy and blessedness 
in the Lord so as to be able to stand firm in the midst of attacks and persecutions. 
 
May Almighty God bless you the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
I will meditate on the Glorious Mysteries today as I pray for your personal intentions.  
 

 

 


