
 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD – YEAR A 
PROCESSION 
On this day the Church recalls the entrance of Christ the Lord into Jerusalem to accomplish his paschal 
mystery.  Accordingly, the memorial of this entrance of the Lord takes place at all Masses, by means of the 
Procession or the Solemn Entrance before the principal Mass or the simple entrance before other Masses. 
 
Theme of the Sunday: Jesus Gives up His Life:  The evangelists do not report the passion and death of 
Jesus to play on our emotions.  They show us Christ who gave up his life for love of all people.  The first 
reading tells us what happens to those who are faithful to the mission God has entrusted to them.  The 
Gospel presents us with the only one who has fully realised in himself the image of servant.  The second 
reading describes the journey of this servant from the glory of the Father to the humiliation of the death on 
the cross, to the glorification of his resurrection.  This is the path proposed to every person.  The whole group 
of believers was united heart and soul; no one claimed for his own use anything that he had, as everything 
they owned was held in common (Acts 4:32). 
 

The Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem 
Ant.                                                                                                                                     Mt 21:9 
Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the King 
of Israel: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen 
Dear brothers and sisters, since the beginning of Lent until now, we have prepared our hearts by 
penance and charitable works.  Today we gather together to herald with the whole Church the 
beginning of the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery, that is to say, of his Passion and 
Resurrection.  For it was to accomplish this mystery that he entered his own city of Jerusalem.  
Therefore, with all faith and devotion, let us commemorate the Lords entry into the city for our 
salvation, following in his footsteps, so that being made by his grace partakers of the Cross, we 
may have a share also in his Resurrection and in his life. 
 
Let us pray. 

Almighty every-living God, sanctify + these branches with your blessing, that we who follow 
Christ the King in exultation, may reach the eternal Jerusalem through him. Who lives and reigns 
for ever and ever Amen. 
 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                                 Matthew 21:1-11      

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 

When they near Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord has need of them.' 
and he will send them immediately.  This took place to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of 
Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."  The disciples went 
and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their garments on them, and he sat thereon. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And crowds that 
went before him and that followed him shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" And when he entered 
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, "Who is this? And the crowds said, "This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
P. Dear Brothers and sisters, like the crowds who acclaimed Jesus in Jerusalem let us go 
forth in peace.                     R. In the name of Christ, Amen. 


