
Fr Callistus Khathali - HOMILY:   
 

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21 

1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
Matthew 5:17-37 
Matthew 5:21-22 

 
You have heard how it was said to our ancestors, You shall not kill; and if anyone 
does kill he must answer for it before the court. But I say this to you, anyone who is 
angry with a brother will answer for it before the court. 
 
Our first and second readings call us to reflect on God's wisdom. It is the wisdom 
that has been given to us so that our behaviour is inspired by God's presence 
and influence within us.  
 
Our gospel passage continues on the passages we began the last two Sundays. 
Next Sunday's gospel will conclude the 5th chapter of Matthew. We therefore have 4 
consecutive Sundays to reflect on the wisdom of Jesus as shown at the 
beginning of his sermon on the mount in Matthew 5.  
 
The wisdom of Jesus comes as he gives new interpretation of the 
commandments given in the Old Testament. This is indicated by this phrase we 
encounter four times in today's gospel, and we will encounter it two times next 
Sunday: "you have learnt how it was said... but I say this to you". 
 
Let us look at how Jesus deals with the commandment "thou shall not kill" in 
verses 21 and 22. We may have not killed anyone in the form of taking their life, but 
Jesus's interpretation shows how we are constantly failing to keep this 
commandment. He says being angry with another is equally punishable as killing a 
fellow human being. Calling them fool or renegades is even further punishable by 
answering before the Sanhedrin and in the fires of hell.  
 
Any negative dealing with a fellow human being is as bad as killing that person. 
God's wisdom calls us not to be angry with anyone, and further calls us not to call 
others with names that downgrade their God given character. We simply cannot 
reduce fellow human beings to what they are not. Character assassination is as bad 
as literally killing the other. God's wisdom in us can be made manifest by us 
upholding and defending the dignity of fellow human beings.  
 
May Almighty God bless you the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I will meditate on the Glorious Mysteries today as I pray for your personal intentions.  
 

 

 

 


