
Fr Callistus Khathali - HOMILY:   
 

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Isaiah 58:7-10 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Matthew 5:13-16 

Matthew 5:16 
Your light must shine in people's sight, so that, seeing your good works, they may 
give praise to your Father in heaven. 
 
For just above 40 days (the feast of the Presentation of the Lord celebrated on 2 February 
is 40 days after Christmas) we were called to reflect on Christ the great Light.  
 
In today's gospel Christ refers to us as the same light of the world as he gives to us 
the gift of what he is.  
 
Celebrations of sacraments, especially baptism have a special ritual of the presentation 
of a lighted candle. This ritual is also creeping into marriage where one candle is given to 
the two that have become one flesh. Candles have also made their way to birthday 
celebrations. A birthday cake without candle(s) looks incomplete nowadays. There is also 
an ever growing practice of taking blessed candles to our homes. Candles do symbolise 
Christ the great Light. When we commit ourselves to Christ we receive candles as 
the sign of the Light of Christ that has become our light. 
 
Our yes to God is made visible by the works of charity that we read about in our first 
reading from Isaiah: sharing bread with the hungry, providing the poor and homeless 
with shelter, clothing the naked, and not turning our back to our own people.  
 
Such works of charity make our light shine like the dawn. The very same light inspires us 
to have only one knowledge and to proclaim it, and that is about Jesus and him crucified 
as we read in our second reading.  
 
Christ the great Light shares this reality with humanity. His light has made its home in 
us. It is therefore our duty to make sure that this light is not hidden. It must shine for 
all to see.  
 
Jesus says, as people see the works we do inspired by this light, will give praise to 
our Father in heaven. We have been given the privilege of making our heavenly 
Father visible in our world right now. Let our continued practice of our faith be the 
real commitment of showing the light we are to others.  
 
May Almighty God bless you the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I will meditate on the Glorious Mysteries today as I pray for your personal intentions. 
 
Today I give thanks to God for my 31st anniversary in vows as a Missionary Oblate of 
Mary Immaculate (OMI). 
 

 

 

 


