
Fr Callistus Khathali - HOMILY:   
 

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 2023 
Genesis 2:7-9,3:1-7 

Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4;1-11 
Matthew 4:10 

Jesus replied, 'Away with you, Satan! For scripture says: The Lord your God is the one 
to whom you must do homage, him alone you must serve.' 

 
Every year on the first Sunday of Lent the Church invites us to reflect on the temptation 
of Jesus. Six Sundays later on Palm Sunday, it will be Jesus asking those disciples who were 
with him at the Mount of Olives, as he was about to be arrested, to pray so that they may not 
be tempted. Temptations therefore do happen. 
 
The fact that the Lord himself was tempted is scary. Even more scary is that Matthew tells 
us that it was the devil who took the Lord to different places where he tempted him.  
Let us look closely at those places: the holy city, the pinnacle of the Temple, the high 
mountain. Those were God's places, holy places and places of pilgrimage.  
 
The question we should ask ourselves today is: Could it be that the devil still uses the 
same modus operandi to us who are the followers of Christ? The devil camouflages 
himself in realities that are holy and associated with God. Our call is to be clear in 
understanding who is leading us, whose voice we hear and follow. The Good Shepherd 
says his sheep hear his voice and they follow him (John 10:27). 
 
At the end of the gospel we hear that the angels appeared and ministered to Jesus. This 
was after he had victoriously chased away the devil. The angels were not there while he was 
battling temptations from the devil. We can be terrified if we are to think that God leaves us 
alone as well whenever we are tempted. 
 
Our second reading gives us the great assurance that we are never alone. The free gift of 
grace guarantees us victory over any form of evil and temptation. Through grace we have 
become full participants in the victory of the new Adam, our Lord Jesus Christ who is 
victorious over the devil and his temptation. This grace restores the dignity that we lost 
through the fall of our first parents that we hear about in our first reading. 
This grace appeared in this world when the eternal Word of God became flesh and was 
seen in his glory full of grace and truth (John 1:14). He did not keep this grace for himself but 
shared it with all of us who from his fullness have received grace upon grace (John 1:16). 
Grace is God alive and at work in us. We should therefore not be afraid of being 
conquered and captured by the devil. God's grace is sufficient for us as the Lord 
declared to Saint Paul: my grace is enough for you (2 Corinthians 12:9).  
 
Let our commitment during this Lent be: allowing our free gift of God's grace to be fully at 
work in us. With God's grace we are never alone and it is the assurance of our power and 
victory over our own the devil and his temptations. 
 
May Almighty God bless you the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I will meditate on the Glorious Mysteries as I pray for your personal intentions.  

 

 

 


