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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; 
proclaim to the ends of the earth: the Lord has 
freed his people, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 98.

RESPONSE:
The Lord has shown his deliverance to the nations.

1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
 for he has worked wonders.
 His right hand and his holy arm
 have brought salvation. ℟
2. The Lord has made known his salvation,
 has shown his deliverance to the nations.
 He has remembered his merciful love
 and his truth for the house of Israel. ℟
3. All the ends of the earth have seen
 the salvation of our God.
 Shout to the Lord, all the earth;
 break forth into joyous song,
 and sing out your praise. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-10.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. If a man loves me, he will keep 
my word, says the Lord; and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
If you love me, keep my commandments, says 
the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will 
send you another Paraclete, to abide with you 
for ever, alleluia.
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EASTER SPIRIT

6th Sunday of Easter  Year B 
Divine Office: Week II  9 May 2021

Easter Friendship
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Sixth-century Coptic icon of Jesus with Saint 
Menas, also known as the Friendship Icon

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 10 May Liturgy of the Day
Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149; John 15:26–16:4
God is constantly reaching out to us to let us know 
that we are beloved. We were in the mind of God 
long before we were born – our very selves, each 
of us, called by name. How do we respond?

Sun 16 May ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Mark 16:15-20
We should never fool ourselves that somehow visual 
evidence puts all doubts to rest. Faith and doubt 
quite often exist together. And even if we doubt, 
our worship is what matters in the end.

Fri 14 May  ST MATTHIAS, A
Acts 1:15-17.20-26; Psalm 113; John 15:9-17

Grief, pain and adversity are always unwelcome in-
truders in our lives. But these "intruders" can become 
a catalyst for change in our lives for the good, and 
even bring joy (as Jesus promises) – if we allow it!

Thu 13 May (Our Lady of Fatima)  
Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98; John 16:16-20
Scripture constantly reminds us that there is a place 
for each of us in the reign of God. God invites us to 
put our talents into service to build up the Body of 
Christ in our time and place. How can you respond?

Wed 12 May (Ss Nereus & Achilleus, Ms)
Acts 17:15.22–18:1; Psalm 148; John 16:12-15
When you read the Scriptures, don't be surprised 
that unexpected insights should come to you. Dwell 
on these insights in your heart – this is God speaking 
to you and in you – and bring them into your prayer.

Tue 11 May Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138; John 16:5-11
The Advocate that Jesus sends us actually means that 
he did not leave us, but lives in and through us. Do we 
really comprehend that in offering a kind word or a 
helping hand, we are being Christ to one another?

Sat 15 May  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47; John 16:23-28
Close friends know what they can expect from 
one another. They come to know one another’s 
thoughts. And so it is with God, too. Quiet prayer 
and reflection will reveal God’s thoughts to us.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Ms=Martyrs; A=Apostle

Last year Pope Francis published an 
encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti on Fraternity 
and Social Friendship. While the letter was 

long and very far-reaching, and people are 
still “digesting” its 
significance, it is clear 
that social friendship 
is rooted in personal 
friendship, which for 
Pope Francis and for 
Christians is itself 
rooted in friendship 
with Jesus.

Whi le  most  o f 
u s  h a v e  m a n y 
acquaintances, 
people we may meet 
every day, many 
peop le  s t rugg le 
to have a real ly 
deep fr iendship. 
Unfortunately, 
experience teaches 
that even within 
marriage authentic 
friendship cannot be 
taken for granted.

P o p e  F r a n c i s 
often speaks about 
human friendship 
and how it is related 
to friendship with Jesus. Some of his insights 
can throw light on what we could call Easter 
Friendship, or Friendship in the light of the 
Resurrection Life.

1.Friends share secrets. A mark of genuine 
friendship is the ability to share everything. If 
you can open your heart to another person and 
if you can receive another person’s confidences 
then you know that friendship has taken root.

We open our hearts to Jesus in prayer and in 
silent presence. He is part of our lives: we sit 
with him and he with us and we can rejoice in 
our relationship. Prayer (with or without words) 
is the oxygen of our friendship with Jesus.

2. Friends do not abandon one another. 
“When you love someone” Pope Francis says, 
“you want to be there at their side, to care for 
them and help them”.  To abandon a friend is 

to call into question if the friendship was real.
Jesus never abandons us. No matter what we 

do, he never gives up on us. Clearly, he does not 
force us or impose himself on us; he is always 

ready to welcome 
us back should we 
have strayed from 
him. Remember how 
Jesus treated Peter 
when they met after 
the Resurrection.

3. Friends defend 
one another. Pope 
Francis speaks from 
experience when he 
says, “We all make 
errors and mistakes, 
thousands of them”. 
Real friends stand 
up for one another 
and are delighted 
to defend the good 
name of their friend.

Jesus lives now to 
make intercession for 
us (Hebrews 7:25). 
The eternal presence 
of the Crucified and 
Risen Jesus before 
the Father is an 
eternal prayer for all 

humanity: that the Father’s Kingdom may come, 
that the Father’s will be done.

4. Friends avoid “smoke and mirrors”.  
The trickery and illusions which have often 
characterized political or financial dealings have 
no place in authentic friendship. Real friendship 
is not based on fleeting fashions or passing 
whims. It is rooted in truth.

Jesus shares his own joy, eternal and 
heavenly joy with all his friends. He not only 
laid down his life for us but he has prepared a 
lasting life of joy and holiness for us with his 
divine family.

Jesus has chosen us as his friends: when 
someone opens their heart to us in love and 
friendship, it is easy and natural to respond with 
joy.  “I have called you friends” is his personal 
Easter message to each of us today.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.

R300 plus delivery

A book of paintings by deafblind 
Rabbi-Priest Cyril Axelrod with 
reflections on each painting by 
friends who know him.

Fr Cyril celebrated 50 years as 
a priest in November 2020 and 
this book has been compiled as a 
tribute to him and his amazing life.

“Cyril has never seen a single 
painting which he himself created. 
Instead, he invites you to use your 
own gift of eyesight to see them.

But beyond that, to experience 
them with “heart-sight”, as he 
does.

mailto:janet@rpp.org.za
www.rpp.org.za

