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7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - A 
Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18 
1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 
Matthew 5:48 

You must therefore be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Today we conclude our the four consecutive Sundays in which the church calls us to reflect on 
the 5th chapter of the gospel according to Matthew. The timing is interesting as we will be taking 
a break from the Sundays in ordinary time as we move to the season of Lent, beginning on 
Wednesday. 
 
We began this chapter by looking at the beatitudes, the eight steps towards happiness. True 
happiness is in God's presence. Last Sunday and today Jesus calls us to reflect on his 
interpretation of the law, and not other people's interpretations. The phrase, "you heard what 
was said, but I say this to you" appeared four times in last Sunday's gospel, and today it 
appears two times, this Sunday. Jesus therefore gives his interpretation to six out of ten 
commandments. 
 
Let us note that Jesus does not refer to the commandments as written, but what has been 
said about them. The commandments were given to Moses written on the two tablets. Jesus is 
therefore correcting the wrong interpretations thereof, rather than the written document per 
se. Saint Paul in our second reading speaks against the wisdom of this world, and invites us 
to embrace the wisdom of God. This wisdom is centred on the ideals from our  first reading 
where we are called to be holy as our heavenly Father, and at the end of the gospel where we 
are called to be perfect just as our heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
God's wisdom is therefore made manifest when we are full participants in the divine 
reality of our God, rather than being passive recipients of wrong interpretations of the 
ideals of God's law for us. 
 
For these past four Sundays we have reflected on what God truly desires of us. This theme 
will be intensified in the 40 days of Lent. The ideal of perfection is within our reach; our Lenten 
observance serve as practical ways of being active participants in God's plan of making 
us holy and perfect while we are still here or earth.  
 
May Almighty God bless you the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
I will meditate on the Glorious Mysteries as I pray for your personal intentions.  

 

 

 


