
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Revelation 11:19,12:1-6,10 

1Corinthians 15:20-26 
Luke 1:39-56 

Gospel - Revelation 12:1 
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, robed with the sun, standing on the 

moon, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
 

Homily – Fr Callistus Khathali – Sunday 21st August 2022 
 
Our readings of this feast give us a few images associated with what we are celebrating today. We 
also have a couple of contrasting images as well.  
 
The image of the young Mary, who had just conceived running as quickly as she could to her 
old kinswoman Elizabeth, who was also pregnant in her old age, is the beginning of our gospel 
passage of today. The encounter of these women who had just received God's special favours 
is even more amazing.  
 

First it is Elizabeth who, inspired by the Holy Spirit declared Mary's greatness. "Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb" (Luke 1:42) - the words of the Catholic 
prayer, Hail Mary, a proof that it is not just a Marian prayer, but an extract from the gospel: a 
biblical prayer! She also referred to Mary as the mother of her Lord (God).  All this because of 
Mary's belief in God's promise. Mary's response was the singing of God's praises through her 
soul.  
 

The image of the woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her feet, and wearing a crown 
of twelve stars is indeed the heavenly image in our first reading.  
 
We do not have the biblical account of how Mary was assumed into heaven. The book of the 
Apocalypse (Revelation) shows her victoriously in heaven already, with the brilliance (clothed 
with the sun) associated only with those who are in heaven.  
 
Our second reading begins with the victorious Christ who is risen from the dead (the first fruit 
of the resurrection) and is now in heaven. This is the victory to be shared with all the believers. 
Mary in heaven already shares in the victory of her son and she prays for us her children to be 
part of this victory as well.  
 

The presence of the dragon in our first reading is one of the contrasting images, especially the fact 
that it was to devour the child that was to be born. The consoling message is that the child was 
spared from the dragon. Christ is constantly being brought to the world through the church's 
kerygma (proclamation of the good news of our Lord). The presence of the dragon is the 
reminder that the enemy is constantly at work to destroy the kerygma.  
We should not despair as through Christ we are also capable of taming and eventually 
conquering the dragon (enemy).  
 
The other contrasting image is that of Christ who is yet to put all his enemies under his 
footstool, and who is yet to destroy his last enemy: death. Death remains the painful reality 
that members of Christ's body are subjected to.  
 
We do miss our loved ones, and at times the pains thereof are unbearable. We are also faced 
with the reality of our own mortality. One day our very own existence will come to an end. This 
will be Jesus's final victory when we all fully share in his resurrection, and together with 
Mary we will sing, "the Almighty has done great things for me, holy is his name." (Luke 1:49) 
 
May Almighty God bless you the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
I will meditate on the Glorious Mysteries today as I pray for your personal intentions.  
Mary assumed into heaven is the patroness of South Africa.  
Happy feast day to all South Africans. 

Fr Callistus  
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