
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Readings & Background 

 

This Sunday’s Readings 
First Reading :  Ezekiel 33:7-9  : The Son of Man is appointed as guardian of Israel. 

Responsorial Psalm  : Psalm 95:1-2,6-9 :  Song of praise to God, our salvation. 
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10 :  

The Law is summarized in the commandment to love your neighbour as yourself. 
Gospel Reading :  Matthew 18:15-20 : Jesus teaches his disciples how to settle disputes in the Church. 

 

Doctrinal Content: 
Profession of Faith Sacraments / Liturgy Christian Life 

Jesus is giving the same authoritative power 
to bind and loose that he gave to Simon-
Peter, the Vicar of His earthly Kingdom, to 
the leadership of the New Covenant Church. 

Reconciliation/Prayer We should live our lives in hope and 
forgiveness with mercy to those in 
conflict, not judgement. To make 
prayer the foundation of our lives. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today’s Gospel reading is taken from a chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, which is sometimes called the 
“discourse on the Church” or the “church order” discourse. In this part of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
speaks more directly about matters of Church discipline and order. 
In today’s reading we find one of only three instances in which Jesus uses the word church in 
Matthew’s Gospel. In Matthew’s record of Jesus’ teaching, we can hear echoes of the kinds of issues 
faced by the early Christian community. 
In the first part of the “discourse on the Church” (Matthew 18:1-14), Matthew addresses the Christian 
community’s concerns about rank. Jesus responds to the disciples’ question about who is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. Jesus indicates that those who wish to enter the kingdom of heaven must be 
like children, and he cautions those leaders who might lead these “little ones” astray. He also 
responds with the parable of the lost sheep, indicating how God will seek out and bring back those 
“little ones” who have strayed. 
In today’s Gospel reading, Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus addresses a common 
occurrence in the Christian community: a dispute between two members of the 
Church. Jesus outlines a procedure for settling such matters fairly. The victim 
should privately address the offender and attempt to resolve the dispute without 
outside involvement. If that fails, then the victim should bring two or three 
witnesses and confront the offender again. If the dispute is still unresolved, the 
matter should be brought to the attention of the entire community. If the offender 
refuses to adhere to the reparations prescribed by the community, then Jesus 
suggests that the offender may be expelled from the Church. 
Jesus does not discourage disagreement within the community of the Church; 
he acknowledges the reality of conflict and error and offers his disciples a means for addressing such 
matters. It is in the conclusion to this teaching that the message of hope is found: Jesus is present with 
the community and will guide the community in its relations.  
If decisions are taken in prayer, then the community can be assured of God’s assistance. 
 

Gentile (from Latin gentilis, ", meaning of or belonging to a clan or tribe) is an ethnonym that commonly means non-
Jew. Other groups that claim Israelite heritage sometimes use the term to describe outsiders.  
The term Gentiles is derived from Latin, used for contextual translation, and not an original Hebrew or Greek word 
from the Bible. The original words goy and ethnos refer to "peoples" or "nations".  
 
The key to "bind and loose" is first given specifically to Peter for his role in the beginning of the church, but not to 
Peter alone. Binding and loosing were used in two different manners judicially and legislatively. The traditional 
meaning of the term in Judaism was used in a -judicial sense “to bind” meant to punish, “to loose” meant to release 
from punishment. Used legislatively “to bind” meant to forbid something, “to loose” meant to permit. 
The terms of binding and loosing were used by the Rabbis as legislative authority in interpreting scripture. The 
Pharisees used this authority to permit laws that were forbidden and forbid laws that were permitted. By doing this 
they elevated their own authority adding their laws to be equal to the scriptures which became tradition. Jesus 
rebuked them stating they sit in Moses's seat (Mt.23:2) 
We see Peter using the keys in the book of Acts. The day the Church is born he used his authority to open the door to 
the Jews proclaiming the gospel asking them to separate from the accursed generation. In Acts 2:5-41 his first sermon 
was to the Jews on Pentecost, where 3,000 Jews were saved (the Jewish people are given the Gospel first as the 
natural branches in the olive tree, the church being is then formed consisting of both Jews and gentiles believers in 
one body. Eph. 2:14-17). 

 

 



 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection (Grades 1, 2 & 3) 

 
Conflict is a fact of life. Young children are still learning how to manage conflict in a peaceful manner and 
how to judge when the assistance of others is needed to settle a dispute. 
 
Materials Needed - Bell or whistle 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
1. Get the group’s attention by ringing a bell or blowing a whistle.  

When everyone has quieted, say in a whisper: Jesus loves you and wants you to love each other. 
When the children admit to difficulty hearing you, enlist the help of one, then two, then three children to 
whisper the same sentence with you. 
 

2. When everyone has heard the message or is participating in sharing the message, say: Sometimes it 
takes the help of others to get a message across. You all helped me to share an important 
message today. In today's Gospel, Jesus talks about how we might need the help of others when a 
disagreement arises. Let’s listen carefully to this Gospel. 
 

3. Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20. 
 

4. Ask: If you have a disagreement with someone, who does Jesus say is the first person you 
should talk with? (the person with whom you have a disagreement)  
Should you talk to this person loudly and in front of a lot of other people? (No, you should talk to them 
privately.)  
But, if this doesn’t work, what does Jesus say for us to do? (We should get the help of others and try to 
handle the disagreement fairly.) 
 

5. Say: This is a good lesson for us when we have disagreements with others. We should always try 
to resolve the matter first with the other person involved, by talking with them gently.  
If that doesn’t work, then we may need to get the help of others.  
Jesus wants us to lovingly try to help each other obey God. 
 

6. Say: Jesus also teaches us in today’s reading that he will be with us when we pray to him about 
the conflicts in our lives.  
 
Prayer is also an important part of handling conflict.  
 
Let’s conclude in prayer together that we will follow Jesus’ way when we have disagreements with 
others.  
 
Pray together the Lord’s Prayer or the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 



Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection (Grades 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Conflict is a fact of life. We strive to deal fairly and compassionately when disputes and disagreements 
emerge. 
Materials Needed : Paper and pencil/pen 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 
1. Distribute the paper and writing utensils. Ask the group to recall a recent dispute or disagreement and 

to write a brief summary of it. Suggest that the following questions be considered:  

• How did you handle the problem?  

• Whom did you talk with about the problem?  

• Were you able to resolve the matter with the person or persons directly involved, or did 
you bring others into the conversation?  

• What was the resolution? 
 

2. Say: Jesus doesn’t say that we won’t have disagreements; in fact he acknowledges them.  
In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus’ plan for how disputes are to be settled within the Christian 
community. Let’s compare our handling of conflict with Jesus’ instructions. 
 

3. Invite a volunteer to read aloud today’s Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20. 
 

4. Ask the group to summarize the steps that Jesus outlines for handling conflict within the Christian 
community.  
Step 1: Talk directly with the person who has offended you.  
Step 2: If that fails, invite one or two witnesses to join you as you talk with the person who has 
offended you.  
Step 3: If the problem is still not resolved, bring the problem to the attention of the church community, 
which will determine how to resolve the matter. 
 

5. Ask the group to compare these steps with the measures that each person took in the conflicts that 
they wrote about before reading the Gospel. 
  
Ask: How does your handling of conflict compare to the steps that Jesus proposes?  
What can we learn about the Christian way to handle conflict from Jesus’ teaching?  
How can you apply this in your family? with your friends? in your school? (Accept all reasonable 
answers.) 
 

6. Say: Prayer is also an important part of handling conflict. Jesus promises that he will guide the 
decisions of those who pray to him. When we have a problem with another person, we pray that God 
will help to bring peace to the situation and that God will be with us as we work toward this peace. 
 

7. Conclude in prayer together for the support to handle the conflicts we face in a Christian manner. 
Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 

 
Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.   
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 



 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Making the Connection (Grades 7, 8 & 9) 

 
Young people at this age are learning how to resolve conflict. Some may even be involved in their school's peer 
mediation programs where students are trained as conflict managers. In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus offers the 
Church a strategy for resolving conflict. 
 
Materials Needed  :   Index cards; Scissors; Pencil/pen 
 
Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

1. Remind the young people that we often look to other people to provide repairs when something breaks 
down. 
 

2. Ask them to name examples of repairs that they have seen take place in their own home. (Accept all 
reasonable answers.) 
 

3. Tell the young people that we ask certain people to do repairs for us because they are good at it. 
 

4. Ask the young people to think about what they are good at repairing for which other people might ask 
them for help. 
 

5. Encourage the young people to think not only of repairing objects but also of repairing things such as 
feelings, confidence, and friendships. 
 

6. Provide index cards to the young people. Instruct them to cut the card to the size and shape of a 
business card and write their name on the card along with the description of the type of repairs that they 
can provide for others. 
 

7. After allowing sufficient time for the young people to complete their work, invite volunteers to share their 
business cards with the group. If possible, display the cards. 
 

8. Tell the young people that in this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus offers advice on how to repair relationships 
when there is conflict. 
 

9. Invite a volunteer to read aloud this Sunday's Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20. 
 

10. Say: Jesus doesn't say that we won't have disagreements; in fact, he acknowledges them.  
What can we learn about the Christian way to handle conflict from Jesus' teaching?  
How can you apply this in your family, with your friends, and in your school? (Accept all reasonable 
answers.) 
 

11. Say: Prayer is also an important part of handling conflict. Jesus promises that he will guide the 
decisions of those who pray to him. When we have a problem with another person, we pray that 
God will help bring peace to the situation and that God will be with us as we work toward this 
peace. 
 

12. Conclude by praying for the support needed to handle conflicts in a Christian manner.  
 
Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
 

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  

 
 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much 
seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A 
Family Connection  

 

Conflict and disagreements are a natural part of family life. Yet, within our family, we have an important 
opportunity to learn how to resolve disagreements fairly by treating people with love and respect. 
 
As you gather as a family this week, discuss the procedures for resolving disputes in your family. What 
kinds of things produce disagreements in your family?  
 
Do children frequently request the assistance of the adults when a disagreement arises?  
How do the adults respond?  
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples the way in which they are to handle conflict within 
the Christian community of the Church.  
 
Read together this Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20.  
 
Invite family members to summarize the steps that Jesus proposes for resolving conflict. 
 
 How might today’s Gospel inform your family’s handling of disagreements?  
 
If you have time, your family might choose to role play how Jesus’ teaching about conflict resolution might 
be applied to a disagreement that sometimes occurs in your household. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus also promises that he will help those who pray to him with their needs.  
 
Pray together that each member of your family will learn to handle conflict in a Christian manner.  
 
Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 
 

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  
 
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive,  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 


